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YANG BERBAHAGIA SASTERAWAN NEGARA
DATO' SERI A. SAMAD SAID

Dato Seri A. Samad Said is an influential Malay author known for his unique and
exploratory approach to writing. Starting with poetry and short stories, he later
expanded his repertoire to include novels, dramas, and literary criticism. Since
the 1950s, Samad has continuously developed his creative prowess and made
significant contributions to Malay literature, connecting the ASAS 50 generation
with subsequent literary movements.

Even during his secondary school years, Samad immersed himself in both local
and international literature. He had the opportunity to meet important authors
from Singapore like Asraf, Usman Awang, and Han Suyinand and read works by
renowned writers. Samad's dedication to reading and his wide-ranging interests
in various fields deepened his understanding of literature and shaped his
determination to pursue writing.

Samad's success as a writer is a result of his meticulousness and attention to
detail. He carefully crafts characters and pays close attention to the natural and
inanimate aspects that form the backdrop of his stories. He seeks meaning in all
these elements, resulting in thoughtful and thought-provoking works.
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WHILE EMPHASIZING THE VALUE OF LITERATURE, SAMAD ALSO
RECOGNIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF ART FOR SOCIETY. HE
SUCCESSFULLY COMBINES LITERARY RESPONSIBILITIES WITH
NECESSARY SOCIETAL VALUES. HIS APPROACH BRIDGES THE GAP
BETWEEN WRITERS OF THE ASAS 50 GENERATION, WHO FOCUSED ON
THEMES AND MESSAGES, AND SUBSEQUENT GENERATIONS THAT
EMPHASIZED THE VALUES WITHIN LITERATURE.

Samad's achievements have garnered recognition from the government and literary community.
He has been honored as a "Pejuang Sastera" (Literary Fighter) alongside other notable authors.
He has also been appointed as a member of prestigious panels, including the Literary Awards
panel. Samad's significant contributions to Malay literature were further acknowledged when he
received the Southeast Asian Writers Award (S.E.A. Write Awards) and was eventually bestowed
the title of National Laureate in 1985. His impact as a literary figure was showcased through his
works, including his acclaimed drama "Wira Bukit."

A. Samad Said has enriched and elevated the value of Malay literature. His achievements and
recognition highlight his immense contributions to the literary landscape, solidifying his position
as one of the most prominent and respected figures in the field.

"i)éniik'ii-s.i"
. Sasterawan Neoara.

A Samad S?ud .

o1



